been in vain. Now here they were en-nobled; they could
enter with the proudest; they could marry with the
noblest. Theodora could, if she wished, write to Heke-
bolos and demand that he should marry her, so that her
children might be made lawful. She did not see herself
doing this. She looked at Macedonia who was weeping
with joy of such a gift.

"This is what comes from being the peerless dancer
of your time," she said, "and of being the friend of
such."

"It all comes from your standing up for me against
that old brute, Anthrax/' Macedonia said.

"It does nothing of the kind," Theodora answered.
"Come, mop up your tears, now."

They returned to the Presence, wearing the badges
of their rank.

"See," the old Emperor cried, "here they come. And
well they set off the badges. And well they deserve
them. Dammy, I wish one tenth of the women of the
noblesse had one tenth as good title and could set off
clothes so. But, come on, now; though it's the fast, we
must sup. Fve got my wound, but what of that? The
soldier who can't sup is like the jackass who can't kick;
he's past braying for, as the she-ass said."

After supper, the Empress asked Theodora to read to
her from a book of simple love-poems. She soon fell
asleep under the treatment, but woke presently to say,
"My dear, you read those poems just as though you were
making them up. Go on, dear, you're so soothing, and
sleep is what I want. I lie awake so, thinking of when
Mother and I both had iron collars on."

Later, Theodora had the happiness of a chat with the
Patriarch. He told her that the Peace Meeting at the
Gty Hall would certainly be well attended, that he
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